Faculty stages teach-in to discuss budget cuts

Six speakers to lecture about different aspects of UT finances, lay-offs
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Both employed and recently laid-off University speakers will hold a teach-in today to discuss the roots of recent budget cuts at UT and ways to prevent further layoffs.

The Texas State Employees Union organized the open forum to be held at T.S. Painter Hall.

It is meant to keep students, faculty and staff a step ahead of proposed budget cuts for the next academic year, said James Rubarth-Lay, secretary of the union’s executive board.

The budget has been at the center of many campus conflicts in recent months. The College of Liberal Arts has shuffled around millions of dollars in hopes of staving off major staff cuts, while 15 and 25 staff members were laid off from the business school and Information Technology Services, respectively.

“We’re hoping to be able to reverse course on this before it’s set in stone,” Rubarth-Lay said.

Rubarth-Lay, a laid-off senior software developer and analyst for UT’s Information Technology Services, said the teach-in would provide an opportunity to fully explain the issues facing UT from an outsider perspective.

Each of the event’s six speakers will address a different area of ongoing budget woes.

First to take the stage will be Thomas Palaima, a classics department professor who has worked for years on the Faculty Budget Council.

“I take this as a serious duty to try to make sure people understand what the state of the budget is and why the University is doing what it’s doing,” Palaima said.

He said he would give a 15-minute overview of the budget to show the roots of budget cuts recent and pending. 

Palaima said he spoke with UT Chief Financial Officer Kevin Hegarty and Executive Vice President and Provost Stephen Monti to prepare for the presentation.

“These are all people who are trying their best to come up with the best solution for the institution, I truly believe that,” Palaima said.

He said accepting federal stimulus money has averted a real crisis at the University, but only for the two years covered by the funding.

“The ticking time bomb is now set,” he said.

Forrest Wilder, a reporter for the Texas Observer, will wrap up the event with an overall analysis of the political and economic factors at play.

