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The Honorable David D~whil!st. JoL.'1!-Chair 
The Honorah!e Joe Straus W, Joint;Chair 
Members 
Legislative Budget Board 
FO Box 12666 
Austin, TX 78711-2666 

Dear Governor Dewhurst, Speaker Straus and Members: 

1 support the efforts of oiu- stli leaders in requesting that all state ~gencie:; subrr.:it plans to 

reduce their bud ets by five percent in order :0 help reduce the projecit:d state budget deficit. 

However. I am concerned about potential reductions in the health benefits of our state empioyees 

as~d retirees. 

It is my understanding th9t the five percent reduction in the Employees Ratirement System 
(ERS) health pt&'11 would result i.'1 about $105 minion in savings to the state. in this economy, I 
do not support this reduct10jJ as it would place an additional burden on thousands of Texas 
fa..-nilies, many of whom are strugglins just to get by. Therefore, I request thnt the Leglslative 
Budget Board t:xc;;mpi the heaith benetlts of state employees and retirees from the five percent 
reduction. 

In addition,. I support the release of l1.!.'1ds by tl}e Legislative Budget Board to cover the projected 
d~ficit in the state employee/retiree healt.'1 pIa.. fo. the next fiscal year. Covering the heaith 
benefits of our retiree:; who sezved the state faithfuliy is a commitment I believe we should keep. 

I ap.preciate your consideration ofmy views as you make these importilnt decisions. Please do 
not hesitate to contact me if you have a.."1Y questions. 

cc: 	 Mr. John S. O'Brien, Director 
Legislative Budget Board 
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