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I support the ff orts of our state leaders in requesting that ail state agencies submit plans o
reduce their budgets by five percent in order 0 help reduce the projecie d ic budgei deficit.
However, le.. ccrﬂ ¢d about potential reductions in ihe heaith benehits of our state employees

1 &3 wers
and retirecs.

It is my understanding that the five percent reduction in the Employees Retirement System
(ERS) health plan wounld result in about $105 million in savisgs o the staie. in this economy, I
d“ not support L‘!‘S reduction as it would place an additional burden on thousands of Texas

families, many of whom are struggling just to get by. Therefore, I request that the Legislative
Budget Board excrpi ine health benefits of state employees and retirees from the five percent
reduction.

In addition, I support the release of funds by the Legislative Eudgct Board o cover the piojecied
deficit in the state emnloyee/ratires health plan for the next fiscal year. Covering ihe heaith
benefits of our retirees who served the staie faithfully is a commitment I believe we shouid keep.

1 appreciate your consideration of y views ac¢ you meke these important decisions. Please do
not hesitate to contact me if vou have sny guestions.

Sincerely,
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(o Mr. Johr S. O'Brien, Director
Legislative Budget Board
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